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2. Phonology 

2.1 Inventory of consonants 

The consonant inventory for southern Paamese consists of the following: 
Table 1. Consonants 




Labial 

Apical/laminal 

Velar 

Glottal 

Stops 

vl 

P 

t 

k 



vd 

b 

d 

g 


Fricatives 


V 

s 


h 

Nasals 


m 

n 

rj 


Laterals 



I 



Trills 



r 



Semivowels 


w 

y 




In addition, the northern dialects also make a contrast between the ordinary 
labials m and v, and labialised labials ni**'and v^, which are represented in 
the Paamese orthography as m and v. There are no such stops in the southern 
dialect, however. 

The only consonant to exhibit any major degree of allophonic variation is 
the labial fricative. This generally occurs as voiceless [f] word initially and 
as voiced [v] intervocalically. Word finally, the opposition between v and p 
is neutralised, with the labial obstruent archiphoneme being realised as [f] or 
[p] in free variation. 

It should be noted that 6, d and g in southern Paamese are always voiced 
and prenasalised. These stops have a much more restricted distribution in the 
north, where most examples of earlier b have shifted to v and most d have 
shifted to r. The phoneme g does not occur at all in the north, and all 
instances of this in the south correspond to k in the north. 

2.2 Inventory of vowels 

Paamese has a five-vowel system, with distinctions between front and back, 
and high, mid and low, i.e. 
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